ITEM 7

SUBJECT: BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2025-2026

REPORT TO: DODDINGTON AND DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL
DATE OF MEETING: 20™ JANUARY 2024

REPORTING OFFICER: Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The majority of the Parish Council’s annual budget is raised through the Precept. This is an amount
paid by each household in the parish, through their Council Tax payment, which is determined by the
Parish Council.

The Precept income is often supplemented through grants.

In November each year, Parish Councils usually start the process of forward planning in preparation
for setting a work plan, budget and Precept for the following Council year, which runs from April to
March.

Councillors suggest and debate potential new projects, services or activities and discuss and
debate whether to revise aspects of the Parish Council’s work.

The Precept (that amount of the Council Tax which is collected on behalf of the Parish Council by
Cheshire East Council) is determined by the budget required.

The latest date for the precept request to Cheshire East Council is Friday, 17" January 2025.

2. FORWARD PLANNING 2025-2026

The 2023-2024 Accounting Statement indicates that the total expenditure for 2023-2024 was
£7115.00 (this however, probably included a CIL expenditure, which would be ringfenced funding for
expenditure) and the Budget Forecast for the year was £4,325.32.

Members are therefore asked to consider this DRAFT 2025-2026 Budget from which to also consider
a Precept.

Budget Head Proposed Budget 2025-2026
Clerk Salary and PAYE £1,850.00
Office Expenses £150.00
Information Commissioner £40.00
Insurance £500.00
Subscriptions £225.00
Internal Audit Fee £150.00
Website/Emails £400.00
Room Hire £210.00
Street Lighting £225.00
Projects £250.00
Remembrance £350.00
Defibrillator Maintenance £250.00




Payroll Provider £150.00
Election Recharges £175.00
TOTAL £4,925.00

3. PRECEPT
Cheshire East Council is due to fix its Taxbase for the financial year 2025/26 by Resolution of the
Council on the 11" December 2024. The taxbase for Doddington and District Parish Council area is

likely to be:

2025/26 Taxbase 320.02

For information, the previous year’s taxbase and precept was:

2024/25 Taxbase 307.60
2024/25 Precept £3,047
2024/25 Band D £991
Equivalent

To clarify, the figure of 320.02 represents the number of properties in Doddington and District that
are liable to pay Council Tax

4, POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION

(i Due to the increase in Taxbase, from 307.60 to 320.02, if Doddington and District Parish
Council RETAINS THE SAME Band D Equivalent sum per household, it will request a
Precept in the sum of £3,171.40. It is important to note that this sum will not cover
forecasted expenditure for the year.

(ii) If Doddington and District Parish Council INCREASES the 2024-2025 Band D Equivalent
figure to meet its forecasted expenditure of £4,925.00 the Precept per Band D household
will be £15.39, which represents an increase of £5.48 (55.3%) per property for the year
(10.5p per week, per property). This sum does cover the forecasted expenditure for
the year and is a realistic figure, but only allows £250.00 for any projects.

(iii) If Doddington and District Parish Council INCREASES the 2024-2025 Band D Equivalent figure to
EXCEED its forecasted expenditure to £5,000.00 the Precept per Band D household will be
£15.62, which represents an increase of £5.71 (57.6%) per property for the year (11p per week,

per property).



